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THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART PRESENTS 
RAYMETZKER: LANDSCAPE PHOTOGRAPHS 

May 31 - August 11, 1991 
Photography Gallery 105 

Since his first solo exhibition in 1959, American Ray Metzker has made repeated splashes on the 
international scene, as his challenging, often disquieting black-and-white photography explored and 
defined the possibilities and limits of the medium. Ray Metzker: Landscape Photographs^ an exhibi- 
tion of approximately twenty images on display from May 31 to August 11 at The Cleveland Mu- 
seum of Art, represents something of a departure for the photographer. While Metzker’s earlier 
compositions were often dark and angular, each of these quiet studies of branches, earth, foliage, 
and topography emerges in subde tones out of a soft background. 

Metzker has always created his work in groups. Past series have ranged from composite pieces 
constructed from uncut multi-frame lengths of 35mm film to couplets of juxtaposed images, to sur- 
realistic architectural studies from New Mexico, to Pictus Interruptus covs\pos\Aons for which 
Metzker would hold various objects in front of the camera to create an intrusion of an abstract 
shape into the frame. For years preceding these landscapes, Metzker operated on the principle that 
a single image was insufficient to meet his expressive needs; most of his art therefore relied on the 
juxtaposition of forms to create tension. 

These simple square-format prints present Metzker’s vision of a natural world which until re- 
cently hadn’t figured in his work; they also show Metzker to be quite capable of expressing himself 
with a single image. Still very much in evidence, despite the change in focus, is Metzker’s unmis- 
takable compositional style: the frame crops forms to fragments and real objects become abstract 
splatterings of light, form, and texture. The photographer’s delight in the landscape is obvious and 
contagious, as is a sense of peace largely absent from the tense urban studies which established his 
reputation. This exhibition was organized by Tom Hinson, curator of contemporary art. 

Seventy-fifth 
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